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A, an, the

Shreya bought a saree. The saree was very costly.
| found a bag. The bag contained a coin.
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Positions of Articles in a Sentence:

Before Singular Countable Nouns
Example: A book is on the table.
(A is used because "book" is a singular,
countable noun.)

Before Adjectives Describing a Noun
Example: She has an interesting idea.
(An is used before "interesting" because it
starts with a vowel sound.)
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Uses of A/AN

With singular Do not use with

o With a few phrases
countable noun uncountable noun
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How to Use the Article "A"

The article "a" is an indefinite article used before
singular, countable nouns when referring to
something non-specific or mentioned for the first

time.
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Rules for Using "A"
1. Use "A" Before Singular Countable Nouns
Example: | saw a cat in the garden.
(Any cat, not a specific one.)
Example: She bought a book yesterday.
(Any book, not a particular one.)
2. Use "A" Before Words That Start with a
Consonant Sound
Example: He is a teacher.
Example: She has a dog.
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@ Be careful! "A" depends on sound, not just
spelling.

Correct: A university (because "university"
sounds like "yu-niversity", which starts with a
consonant sound "y").

Correct: A European country (because
"European" starts with "yu" sound).
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3. Use "A" When Mentioning Something for the First Time
Example: | saw a man on the street. The man was carrying a
bag.

4. Use "A" for Professions

Example: She is a doctor.

Example: He wants to be a pilot.

5. Use "A" for Expressions of Quantity and Price

Example: I eat an apple a day. (meaning one apple per day)

Example: It costs X100 a kilo. (meaning per kilo)
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How to Use the Article "The“

"The" is a definite article used before specific
nouns that are already known to the
listener/reader or when only one such thing
exists.
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Rules for Using "The"

1. Use "The" When Referring to Something Specific
Example: | saw a dog in the park. The dog was very
playful.

("A dog" is introduced first; then "the dog" is used
because it is now specific.)

2. Use "The" When There Is Only One of Something
Example: The sun is shining brightly.

Example: The moon looks beautiful tonight.

Example: The president of India is giving a speech.
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* River- the Ganga, the Koshi CQ/WW
* Sea- the Red sea, the Mediterranean sea

o oggan- the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic ocean C% &S{W Ml

* Bay- the bay of Bengal =
* Gulf- the gulf of Mexico W 9;” P
e Canal- the Panama canal, the Suez canal C&UMQ

_—

* Mountain range- the Alps, the Himalayas
* Groups of island- the West Indies, the Nicobar B C
* Desert- the Sahara desert

* Train- the Himgiri express

* Aeroplane- the Boeing |
* Ship- the Vikrant
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* Political party- the Bhartiya Janata party, the Congress party

* Religious community The Hindu, the Muslim
* Religious book- the Gita, the Mahabharata
* Armed forces- the Police

 Government branches- the executive, the legislative
* Theatre/ club- the Lions club
* Newspaper- The Hindustan times, The Indian express

* Historical building- the Qutub Minar
* Dynasty- the Slave dynasty and the Gupta dynasty
 Empire- the Mughal empire



Use "The" for Superlative Adjectives

*Example: This is the best movie | have ever

watched.
*Example: He is the tallest boy in the class.
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5. Use "The" When Something Is Commonly
Known

*Example: | went to/ the|doctor yesterday. (The
listener knows which doctor.)

*Example: Can you pass melt? (The
specific salt on the table.)

s is s o ¢
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6. Use "The" Before Musical Instruments
*Example: He plays the guitar.

*Example: She is learning the piano.

7. Use "The" for Groups of People

*Example: The rich should help the poor.
*Example: Wruled India for many years.
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. The english is a difficult language.
o —
. It has to be kept in an uniform temperature.

. A black and@white cow[is grazing in the
field. g " W

sl — N
. Thisis a [g and blue en i'

Who was the first man to set the foot on the
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. One of my friends advised me to take a
taxi another said that there was quite
good bus service.

. The dog is a faithful animal.

. Mohita is the tallest girl in the class.

. The more you get, the more you want
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Lugubrious Perspicacity Pusillanimous

Rebarbative Rodomontade
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